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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—1997-98 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 51

Introduced by Assembly Member Murray
(Principal coauthor: Senator Kopp)

(Coauthors: Assembly Members Alquist, Baca, Bowen,
Cardoza, Cunneen, Goldsmith, Knox, Margett, Mazzoni,
Napolitano, Pacheco, Thompson, Villaraigosa, Vincent,
Washington, Wayne, Wildman, and Wright)

(Coauthors: Senators Costa, Hayden, Johnson, Lee,
O’Connell, Peace, Solis, and Watson)

December 2, 1996

An act to amend—Seetiehs—42275—and—453egtion 422.7%f
the Penal Code, relating to crimes.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST
AB 51, as amended, Murray. Crimes: places of worship.
Existing law provides that any person who commits a felony
or attempts to commit a felony against the property of a public
agency or private institution, including specified places,
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because the property is identified or associated with a person
or group of an identifiable race, color, religion, nationality,
country of origin, ancestry, gender, disability, or sexual
orientation, shall receive an additional term of 1, 2, or 3 years
in the state prison, at the court’s discretion.

This bill would add places of worship to the list of specified
places included in the above provision.

Bxstrg—law—provides—that—any—perser—who—wiliilly,

on.
Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee—yas.
State-mandated local program:-yes

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 422.75 of the Penal Code is
amended to read:

422.75. (a) Except in the case of a person punished
under Section 422.7, a person who commits a felony or
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—3— AB 51

attempts to commit a felony because of the victim's race,
color, religion, nationality, country of origin, ancestry,
disability, or sexual orientation, or because he or she
perceives that the victim has one or more of those
characteristics, shall receive an additional term of one,
two, or three years in the state prison, at the court's
discretion.

(b) Except in the case of a person punished under
Section 422.7 or subdivision (a) of this section, any person
who commits a felony or attempts to commit a felony
against the property of a public agency or private
institution, including a school, educational facility, library
or community center, meeting hall, place of worship, or
offices of an advocacy group, or the grounds adjacent to,
owned, or rented by the public agency or private
institution, because the property of the public agency or
private institution is identified or associated with a person
or group of an identifiable race, color, religion,
nationality, country of origin, ancestry, gender, disability,
or sexual orientation, shall receive an additional term of
one, two, or three years in the state prison, at the court’'s
discretion.

(c) Except in the case of a person punished under
Section 422.7 or subdivision (a) or (b) of this section, any
person who commits a felony, or attempts to commit a
felony, because of the victim's race, color, religion,
nationality, country of origin, ancestry, gender, disability,
or sexual orientation, or because he or she perceives that
the victim has one or more of those characteristics, and
who voluntarily acted in concert with another person,
either personally or by aiding and abetting another
person, shall receive an additional two, three, or four
years in the state prison, at the court’s discretion.

(d) For the purpose of imposing an additional term
under subdivision (a) or (c), it shall be a factor in
aggravation that the defendant personally used a firearm
in the commission of the offense. Nothing in this
subdivision shall preclude a court from also imposing a
sentence enhancement pursuant to Section 12022.5 or
12022.55, or any other law.
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(e) A person who is punished pursuant to this section
also shall receive an additional term of one year in the
state prison for each prior felony conviction on charges
brought and tried separately in which it was found by the
trier of fact or admitted by the defendant that the crime
was committed because of the victim's race, color,
religion, nationality, country of origin, ancestry,
disability, or sexual orientation, or that the crime was
committed because the defendant perceived that the
victim had one or more of those characteristics. This
additional term shall only apply where a sentence
enhancement is not imposed pursuant to Section 667 or
667.5.

() Any additional term authorized by this section shall
not be imposed unless the allegation is charged in the
accusatory pleading and admitted by the defendant or
found to be true by the trier of fact.

(g) Any additional term imposed pursuant to this
section shall be in addition to any other punishment
provided by law.

(h) Notwithstanding any other law, the court may
strike any additional term imposed by this section if the
court determines that there are mitigating circumstances
and states on the record the reasons for striking the
additional punishment.

SEC—2—Section 45156 the Penal-Coede—is—amended to
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